The practitioner who meets with such a case for the first time generally supposes that the bleeding from a wound that presents such a trifling appearance may he restrained by simple measures; and, besides, he feels some natural reluctance to cut into the structures around the wrist. Instead of enlarging the wound and securing the bleeding artery, compresses and a tight bandage are applied; but, as an oozing of blood still continues, recourse is had to styptics, then a needle may be passed deeply into the wound, and, lastly, the tourniquet is put on. As the bleeding usually ceases at times, he is encouraged by a delusive hope that he will yet be able to stop the haemorrhage, and he therefore perseveres with these so-called simple measures until the patient becomes weakened by the loss of blood, and inflammatory swelling appears in the forearm. 
